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Patapsco High School and Center for the Arts

Fall 2012
Acting III Syllabus
Instructor: 


Kelly Williams Carlson

Course location: 

Black Box Theatre (Studio 2) 

Phone:



410-887-7060 x269
E-mail: 


kcarlson@bcps.org
Office/Office Hours: 

Available by appointment (Before & after school / during lunches)
Required Text and Materials: 
· Theatre Binder – 2” three- ring binder (can be used all 4 years, preferably separate from other subjects), 5-6 dividers will be helpful to separate classwork / homework / scripts / etc.
· 1 – bound notebook for theatre warm-ups / reflections / journals that can be collected
· Blank loose-leaf paper

· Pencils (preferably) and pens
· Reading and handouts distributed in class
· Appropriate clothing and footwear for theatre movement/stage work
· Black clothing – top and bottom pieces – will discuss requirements in class
· It is strongly recommended for theatre students to purchase character / jazz shoes and for women to have a long / flowing skirt available

· Dress shoes / pants / jackets that are hand-me-downs or thrift store items are also helpful for men
· Extra-credit – request for donations of tissues, hand sanitizer, paper towels, #2 pencils, garbage bags, disinfecting wipes and band-Aids / other first aid items
Course Description: 
Acting III is designed to continue building upon the acting technique acquired in Acting I and II. The course will delve further into the concepts, exercises and terminology of the Stanislavski technique. Students may also work with other techniques and genres, such as Meisner Technique and Rasaboxes. The course will allow students to continue to explore acting technique through monologue and scene work, focusing more intently on Shakespeare and Classical/Period Theatre. Additionally, students will continue to explore their body and voices through more intensive movement and vocal technique. Finally, students will be able to prepare for college auditions and application through assembling their portfolios.

Course Content:

	· C-R-O-C (Review)
· Guideposts for Acting (Review)

· Ensemble Building
· Advanced Play and Character Script Analysis (Actor Perspective)

· Character Development

· Monologue and Scene Study

· Improvisation
	· Rasaboxes
· Shakespeare

· Classical/Period Theatre

· Vocal & Movement Technique (Review)
· Stanislavski Technique

· Meisner Technique
· College Preparation / Audition Skills cont.




Mrs. Carlson’s Goals for the Classroom

· Provide a healthy, cooperative learning environment for all students in which students feel comfortable speaking their minds, questioning, taking risks onstage, and giving each other respect during all classroom exercises.

· Expand each student’s appreciation for theatre and learning.
· Develop students who have an individual artistic aesthetic as well as students who are creative and free thinkers.
BCPS Theatre Indicators

Through this course students will be able to:

1) Understand the collaborative nature of theatre.

2) Understand the expectations for audience etiquette to respond appropriately to live performances.

3) Establish and use acting techniques to enhance theatrical performance.

4) Identify and apply elements of characterization to develop three-dimensional characters in writing and in performance.

5) Develop a set of criteria to critique performances constructively.

6) Explore cultural and historical context to give meaning and accuracy to scripts and performance

7) Examine individual design and direction elements to evaluate their effect on production.

8) Establish an ongoing professional portfolio containing audition/interview materials and evidence of growth in the art.
Grading*: 

Classwork and Participation

60% 


Homework/Projects
 

20% 


Quizzes 



 5%


Tests




10%


Mid-term/Final



 5%


Overview for Theatre Grading Policy 

In theatre, students are graded on effort, talent and progress. Our benchmark is the definition for the letter “C” as “satisfactory.” Given that all theatre magnet courses are GT level, all students are held to higher expectations than a standard course. In our program satisfactory work (grade C) means that a student comes to class  every day, on time, prepared and ready to work, and that the student is making steady and sufficient progress. The letter “B” means a student is doing better than satisfactory work, while “A” designates consistently superior work. A grade of “D” is given for unsatisfactory work and is used as a warning that a student is in danger of failing the next grading period unless the work becomes satisfactory (grade of C). “E” means a student has failed to meet most of the expectations of the class.
	A
	Consistently exceeds expectations

	B
	Often exceeds expectations

	C
	Consistently meets expectations

	D
	Inconsistent / Unsatisfactory work (warning of potential failure)

	E
	Consistently fails to meet expectations



Extra Credit

If extra credit is offered in a course, it will be offered to all students informally. However, extra 
credit 
points will only be incorporated towards quizzes/tests and homework/projects. Points 
will not be 
awarded to a final average.

* I do not “curve.” It is possible for everyone in the class to make an A. It is also possible for everyone to earn a lower grade. The key is the effort you wish to put into the work.
Course Requirements: 

Participation
Participation includes all daily class work, warm-up/cool-down activities, projects, journals and discussions. Students will also be given credit for effort and preparation in the classroom as well. Please note that excused absences receive ½ credit participation for the day and unexcused absences receive a 0.

Production Involvement
All magnet students are required to take part in a scene night. In the winter semester the scene night will take place Tuesday, January 22nd, 2013 at 7:00pm. Students will be given a grade for this performance. 

Performances are a large part of assessments. All members of a class ensemble are expected to be in attendance for scene night.  Students are expected to be ON TIME at the time given by the teacher and grades will be lowered for students who are late. Just like academic classes, a missed assessment (scene night) requires a make-up assignment.  While a make-up assignment will not restore the full credit of a missed performance, it will provide partial credit for excused absences.  An unexcused absence from a concert or performance will result in a zero for the assignment.

Homework / Projects


Homework: 
Students are expected to complete reading and written assignments by the deadline given in class.


Projects: 

Projects may be given during class to complete or outside of class to complete. Students are expected to complete assignments by the given deadline.


Scheduled Projects: 
PRODUCTION CRITIQUE

Students are required to see one full scale production each semester and write a 2-3 page response paper commenting on the directorial choices, acting technique, technical elements and design elements. Students are highly encouraged to purchase a ticket and see one PHS theatrical production. More detailed paper guidelines will be given out closer to productions. Patapsco Theatre fall production dates are as follows: 

· Anatomy of Gray

November 15th – 17th (7 pm)
November 17th and 18th (2 pm)

· ITS One Act


January 3rd (7 pm)
`



Students may see outside productions, but they must be approved by Mrs. Carlson. PHSCFA dance concerts and music concerts can be critiqued for extra credit only.
MONTHLY SCRIPT REVIEW

Students are expected to read one new script each month (and “new” meaning a script you have never read or performed before). Instructions for script reviews will be given in class.

Quizzes


Quizzes may be announced a class period ahead or they may be of the “pop” variety.


The questions for quizzes may be on material discussed in class or on material assigned 
for 
reading. Performances in class can also count for quiz grades.


Tests


Tests may be given at the end of each unit and will cover any material discussed or read within a 
unit. Tests will be announced at least one week in advance. Performances in class can also count

for test grades.


Midterms/Final Exams
Midterm or final exams may consist of performances, questions and/or projects. Format will be discussed closer to execution of exam.
Class Policies: 
Absence and Lateness
This is a participation based class in which regular attendance is essential to your success and the success of the group. Unexcused lateness and/or absences will result in the lowering of the classwork / participation grade. School policies:
Lateness

· Every lateness excused / unexcused will result in loss of participation points for the day

· 1st Offense: Warning / student conference

· 2nd Offense: Phone call / email home
· 3rd Offense: Detention and phone call home

· 4th Offense: Detention and phone call home
· 5th Offense: Detention and phone call home
· 6th Offense: Office referral
· Chronic lateness will result in phone calls/emails home, student conferences, detentions and/or referrals to administration as deemed appropriate by teacher in regards to situation

· Please note that students must also be marked in SWIPE on time to be counted on time. Students that are not in SWIPE attendance will be sent to the office and will be marked as late.

Absence

· 5 unexcused absences in one quarter will result in failure
· 9 total absences (excused or unexcused) will result in failure
· Please note that excused absences receive ½ credit participation for the day and unexcused absences receive a 0.
· Extreme excused absences or lateness may result in student/teacher conference or conference with parent. 
Attire, Food and Drink

· Theatre is a physical discipline. Please dress in clothing that does not restrict movement, specifically during work days. No flip-flops or open toed shoes. If the students is not dressed appropriately, then he/she will not be able to participate that day and his/her participation grade will be lowered. 
· Absolutely NO food, drink, gum, or candy in the classroom except for bottled water. Repeat offenses may result in student conference or detention.

Late Work and Missed Work
· All daily classwork must be turned in the day of class unless the teacher announces otherwise. Classwork is expected to be done in class during class time.

· Daily homework that is one day late will lose one letter grade from the given grade. Work that is two days late will be lowered two letter grades from the given grade. Work that is three days late or later will only receive a maximum of half credit. After one week the work will not be accepted and the student will receive a 0. 
· Major assignments: One letter grade will be deducted from the given grade for each day the assignment is late. After five days the student will only receive a maximum of half credit for the assignment. After 10 days the work will not be accepted and the student will receive a 0.

· No work will be accepted after the last day of the quarter.
· Makeup assignments or tests shall be made available to students after any absence only when they provide the green excuse note from the office. Students shall have the same number of days to complete makeup work as they were absent from class. The student shall be responsible for obtaining and completing makeup assignments in a satisfactory manner in the allotted time. If not completed in the allotted time, the work falls under the guidelines for late work. (This includes assignments missed for field trips and school events as well). 

Other School Policies
· Academic Honesty Policy: Since honesty in the classroom is required, cheating, plagiarism, or knowingly furnishing false information to the school constitutes a violation. Where evidence exists that a violation has been committed, a grade of 0 may be awarded to that particular assignment. This also includes “sharing” information in class when it is not permitted.
· All policies and guidelines from the Patapsco High School Student Handbook will be enforced, including but not limited to…
· No hats in sight (they will be confiscated).

· No inappropriate clothing. Students will be asked to change clothing. 

· No foul or offensive language.

· No arguing, violence, fighting, planning to fight.

· No truancy.

· No class disruptions.

· No bullying or disrespect of fellow students.

· Insubordination or failure to follow given directions.

· Cell Phones/Electronic Devices: Cell Phones may not be used for phone calls during the school day. Students may use the text feature of their electronic devices if not during their regularly scheduled class time. Students may use their head phones/ear buds with the same limits. Staff members may confiscate electronic devices that are being used in the classroom if not being used for instructional purposes by teacher request or permission, or are being used inappropriately. Confiscated devices will be logged and stored in the main office for pickup by parent/guardian only.
· Hats: Hats are to be removed upon entering the school building, and must remain off for the entire school day. Hats worn in the building may also be confiscated and stored in the main office for pickup by parent/guardian only.

Failure to follow the above and any other classroom rules will result in the following consequences (depending upon the nature and repeat of offense):

1. 
A warning/classroom intervention.
2. 
A conference between student/instructor.
3. 
A student/teacher conference, phone call home, detention.

4. 
A student/teacher conference, phone call home, detention, and referral to Dept. Chair/Magnet Coordinator.

5. 
Referral to administration for further consequences.

**Failure to serve teacher assigned detentions will result in referral to administration.**
PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN by Friday, August 31st, 2012
My student, ___________________________, and I, _____________________________



(Please print name)


(Please print name)


have read the syllabus for Acting III and understand the requirements and expectations for this course.
_________
________________________________________________________

Date 

Student Signature


_________
________________________________________________________

Date

Parent Signature

Contact Information
I would like to have contact information, so that I can communicate with you in a timely fashion about your child in regards to class. Admittedly, email is easier for me, as I do not spend a lot of time at my desk with classes and after school commitments. Furthermore, I like to alert and remind students and parents of upcoming events in the department via emails. I know handouts don’t always make it home with students…

Student’s Name: 
________________________________________________________

Student Email Address: _________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Information
Parent/Guardian Name(s): 
________________________________________________





________________________________________________

Home Phone: 


________________________________________________

Work Phone: 


________________________________________________

Other Phone: 


________________________________________________

Email(s): 


________________________________________________





________________________________________________

Mailing Address: 

________________________________________________





________________________________________________
The Theatre Department with Boosters is now hosting a website (www.patapscotheatre.com) that will contain all department information (classes, calendars, production information, etc.). We would like to post pictures from our theatre events in the photo gallery. Please check below if you DO NOT want your child to appear in Theatre Department photo galleries or publicity.

________ I DO NOT want my child to be represented in the Theatre Department photo gallery / publicity.
